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CIRCA Climate & Equity Grant 

Summary: Youth Climate Action Teams Project 

- Supported five youth led in school climate solutions pilot projects.
- Built student/youth leadership and skills.
- Pushed by example the Board of Education to reduce climate and air pollution,

and help reduce climate vulnerability. 
- Engaged six youth in summer climate art and climate education projects.
- Educate the public, teachers, parents, and students and climate solutions.

Grant Project Activities:
Below are YCAT overviews written by student interns for January – June 2023; summer 
arts projects overview; and the September to January YCAT projects. 

Youth Climate Action Teams Overview 
- by youth YCAT Coordinator Young In Kim
Besides working to support the NHCM Climate Education Committee’s work with the 
New Haven Board of Education on climate mitigation projects, each YCAT intern team is 
also working on school focused pilot projects. Short descriptions of each pilot project 
can be seen below.

Transportation Project at Wilbur Cross 
Interns: Rosie Hampson (Junior), Manxi Han (Freshman) 

Point 2 of the BoE Climate Emergency Resolution, passed last September 2022, 
aims to reduce GHG emissions from transportation. For our YCAT internship, we 
focused on promoting healthy transportation in New Haven Public Schools by educating 
students/faculty and encouraging them to take more environmental transportation 
options. 

The first part of our pilot project was a transportation survey which we distributed 
throughout NHPS. The objective of this survey was to gather more data on the 
transportation habits of NHPS students/faculty, assess obstacles they face, and identify 
changes most likely to impact transportation choices. We hope that, by acquiring this 
data, we can understand what changes are most needed to create a positive transition 
toward environmental transportation use among students in different grade levels. We 
will share our findings with the Board of Education to help them implement the changes 
outlined in Point 2 of the Board of Education Climate Emergency Resolution. 

The second part of our pilot project was specific to Wilbur Cross, with the aim of 
educating Cross students about available transportation options and encouraging them 
to create healthier transportation habits. This included having students pledge to adopt 



healthier transportation habits, and sending out four school-wide transportation 
newsletters over the course of two weeks with important resources and information. 

Survey: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6J6Fue61GwRMmXOE-
h9waJqJXMH83NJfmI3UJv0IVP957XQ/viewform 
Survey graphic (included at end of report): 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q7e82XsF1By4b9ZPnC5Np5Bcud0LNTs_/view?usp=sh 
aring 
Fact sheet graphic (included at end of report): 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ufY8VgMxcGPst_ZgSXhUsnlLkbNoGOlN/view?usp=sha 
ring 

Composting at Wilbur Cross: 
Intern: Lila Kleppner (Senior) 

My pilot project aimed to educate the Cross community about composting and 
begin a small-scale composting program at Wilbur Cross. This past May and June, a 
portion of Cross’ food waste was processed off-campus through Peels and Wheels, a 
local composting business in New Haven. In the next few semesters the hope is to 
expand the composting to include all of Cross' food waste and switch to processing the 
compost on campus. The idea is to set up the framework for composting in school that 
can be replicated district-wide. I co-led and worked with the Cross Environmental Club, 
who hosted a movie showing to raise money for the composting. Members of the club 
and I talked to people during lunch waves to explain the importance of composting and 
to show what can and cannot be composted. Domingo Medina, who founded Peels and 
Wheels Composting, also came to Cross to talk with the Environmental Club twice to 
educate us on the process of composting. Mr. Medina talked to us about the different 
steps we need to take, including the possibility of doing a waste audit in the future. For 
the duration of the pilot period, Mr. Medina collected the compost once a week, and we 
collected compost 1 to 2 times a week (each day included three lunch waves for the 
student body of 1700 people). 

The composting pilot project was quite successful. Students picked up the idea of 
only composting food waste quite quickly. They would run after us with their food 
scraps. We had four students from the Cross Environmental Club each lunch wave, two 
on each side of the cafeteria with a small compost bucket and compostable liner. There 
was a larger bucket in the middle of the cafeteria which we dumped the full compost 
bags into. We then left the compost bags outside for Peels and Wheels to pick up. Once 
processed by Peels and Wheels, we received the compost soil back, which was used to 
benefit our school garden. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6J6Fue61GwRMmXOE-h9waJqJXMH83NJfmI3UJv0IVP957XQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6J6Fue61GwRMmXOE-h9waJqJXMH83NJfmI3UJv0IVP957XQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q7e82XsF1By4b9ZPnC5Np5Bcud0LNTs_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q7e82XsF1By4b9ZPnC5Np5Bcud0LNTs_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ufY8VgMxcGPst_ZgSXhUsnlLkbNoGOlN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ufY8VgMxcGPst_ZgSXhUsnlLkbNoGOlN/view?usp=sharing


Note: This project has continued at Cross this school year with support from past YCAT 
members (as volunteers) and the Cross Environmental Club. 

Social media graphic (included at end of report):
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFeqyKRAaE/Sa6wMTORDQp6sbmE4GYcHw/view?u
tm_content=DAFeqyKRAaE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_so
urce=sharebutton 

New Haven Independent story (included at end of report)

Climate Education at Engineering and Science University Magnet School 
(ESUMS) 
Interns: Tenzin Youdon (Junior), Leah Mock (Junior) 

Our proposed pilot program focused on the implementation of climate-focused 
material into the 7th grade English/language arts classes and 7th grade science classes 
at ESUMS. Students learned the underlying scientific principles of climate change, 
according to the NHPS Science curriculum, then integrated that knowledge into texts, 
assignments, and projects in their English classes.  

We also compiled a climate-focused list of books for the middle school 
English/Language Arts teachers to integrate into the mandatory summer reading list. 
This would prime students to learn about climate change in their classes while 
encouraging students to interact with environmentally-focused texts.  We included 
various books including those listed in the article Build Your Stack: Climate Crisis and 
English Language Arts or 11 Middle Grade Books for Environmentally Conscious Kids. 
We included books that are appropriate for different middle school grade levels, while 
also conveying necessary information about climate change that emphasizes the 
urgency of the climate crisis. 

Our goal was to identify areas where climate-aligned lessons could be 
implemented. In the future, we hope to see the incorporation of content from other 
classes, such as engineering, world languages, or social studies, as parts of 
interdisciplinary climate-focused activities. This pilot project also helped us to gauge the 
limitations of what can be implemented, such as time restrictions and the necessity of 
aligning content to NGSS and CSS standards. 

Example science and language arts lessons: 
Science: Human Impacts on Climate Change 

- Video: Climate Change: The Human Impact - Newfoundland Conservation Corps
- Activity/Homework: En-ROADS Global Warming Simulator
- Homework: Human Impacts on Climate Change Homework.pdf

English: 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFeqyKRAaE/Sa6wMTORDQp6sbmE4GYcHw/view?utm_content=DAFeqyKRAaE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFeqyKRAaE/Sa6wMTORDQp6sbmE4GYcHw/view?utm_content=DAFeqyKRAaE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFeqyKRAaE/Sa6wMTORDQp6sbmE4GYcHw/view?utm_content=DAFeqyKRAaE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.newhavenindependent.org/article/cross_composting
http://www.newhavenscience.org/NewHavenScienceOverviewNGSS.pdf
https://ncte.org/blog/2021/05/build-stack-climate-crisis-english-language-arts/
https://ncte.org/blog/2021/05/build-stack-climate-crisis-english-language-arts/
https://www.readbrightly.com/environmentally-conscious-middle-grade-books/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCFJlCMGmgY
https://en-roads.climateinteractive.org/scenario.html?v=23.2.1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17IXJgvufQbnSQ5cS53Qlnitwku92huIg/view?usp=sharing


- Selected Poems: 7th ENGLISH - Climate Poems.pdf
- Evaluation Activity: Climate Poems Evaluation

Timeline:
- February - March: Interviewing and meeting with teachers, developing

plans for spring 2023
- April - May: Continue meeting with teachers, developing plans for 2023-

onward
- June: Evaluating progress, successes/failures, student response,

possibility for future expansion.

Summer arts interns 
We worked with one youth leader and six youth to create public participatory art 
projects.  The main project create Lorax themed installations on City street stumps that 
called for climate action.  The art was researched and designed by the interns who then 
went to a number of farmers markets to invite the public to help with the art work 
(cutting, painting). Instagram post here and here. (Also included at end of report.)

Interns also helped organize an Earth Overshoot event on JUly 31st on the New Haven 
Green which included the traveling Solar Butterfly display, chalking, outreach to the 
public, and talks by youth and the City Climate Director.  See Instagram posts here and 
here.  (Also included at end of report.)

Finally, interns worked on World Oceans Day art installation and teach-in on FRiday, 
June 9th in front of City Hall to call attention to climate change impacts on the oceans. 
Instagram post here. (Also included at end of report.)

Fall YCAT Interns  
We started working with four high school interns in September to research and 
implement climate pilot projects focused on transportation pollution at Cross and Co-op 
High Schools. One intern worked with YCAT last school year and one had worked as a 
summer arts intern.    

The Cross students are working to continue the transportation survey outreach and 
organize a transportation options education and behavior change campaign at nearby 
Hooker School where they both went to grade school. They will be working with 
teachers and students to organize events and fossil free days from January-May 2024. 

At Co-op, students are working to increase knowledge of and use of CTtransit and 
shuttle systems and to decrease car pollution.  They have developed posters and fliers 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kShlf4PAyQLCAvKIom7aER7L_CMhTnzv/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXjvsASdUNclK5OPN10UTwhsbIArk_tjIQAY1tcoeJK4BKSQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CvD4OkBMBJ6/?img_index=3
https://www.instagram.com/p/CvL0y7IsiPS/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cv8jDsOReWw/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CviWIblPbvq/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/CviWIblPbvq/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ctfujgask4n/?img_index=3


to distribute and will implement an engagement plan January-May 2024.  They are also 
encouraging students to complete the Transportation Survey. 

Two Cross interns presented on their work and survey results at the New Haven 
Coalition for Active Transportation’s transportation networking dinner with organizations, 
local leaders, and community members on Wednesday, November 8th at Gateway 
Community College. 

Grant Project Outcomes and Capacity Building Progress:
We felt the project worked well to engage high school youth in researching and 
developing climate solutions projects.  This included working with school staff, recruiting 
other students, and creating educational materials. The projects successes was also 
brought to the Board of Education and helped encourage them to broaden climate 
project implementation, as the YCAT students showed the climate projects had student 
teacher support and could be impactful. 

We were able to: 

- engage dozens of volunteers in climate art making.

- reach hundreds through the Earth Overshoot Day event.

- educate 1000 students and teachers on climate change at Cross, ESUMS and Co-op
High Schools.

- impact Board of Education decision making on climate investments.

- reach (and hopefully inspire!) hundreds through our street art.

We received a fair amount of support from other students and community members, but 
the scale of the climate change crisis is daunting.  But we believe each project will plant 
seeds and capacity that will spark further change in climate action ongoing. 

The funding helped us test out the new YCAT pilot project model and we’re happy with 
its impact on youth leadership development and engaging school and BoE in making 
concrete changes through engaging students in problem solving and project creation.  
NHLSCOP will be continuing to use project-based learning ongoing. 

Associated Pictures, Fact Sheets, News Articles, and Social Media Posts



+123-456-7890 HELLO@REALLYGREATSITE.COM WWW.REALLYGREATSITE.COM

YOUR TAKING THIS 
SURVEY WILL HELP 

US CREATE 
POSITIVE CHANGE!

NHPS

TRANSPORTATION
SURVEY

Over the past few years, our school district is increasing 
its efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air 

pollution. Transportation is a big part of this discussion, 
and it is important to hear the voices of students and 

faculty!

By taking this survey, YOU will help us make a 
difference! 



Transportation

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY 

Traditional Transportation

What we can do:

What is the Climate 
Emergency Resolution?

Gas-powered buses and private vehicles 
generate large quantities of greenhouse 
gasses.  In Connecticut, 38% of all 
emissions come from the 
transportation sector. These emissions 
speed up climate change, negatively 
affect the environment, and introduce a
variety of health risks. However, despite 
this, nearly 60% of kids in the U.S. get to 
school by private vehicle.

Walking and biking to and from school 
not only reduces our environmental 
footprint, but also provides a great 
opportunity to exercise. 
Taking the city/school bus or carpooling 
are also good options environmentally, 
and are cheaper than travelling by car!

To decrease greenhouse gas emissions, we 
can use environmentally friendly modes of 
transportation. 

As part of a resolution that was 
passed by the New Haven Board of 
Education in September of 2022, the 
NHPS district aims to convert 
completely to electric buses by 2030 
in an effort to decrease GHG 
(greenhouse gas) emissions, and to 
encourage other activities to that end.

The NHPS Board of Education does 
not have any complete data about the 
transportation habits of its students or 
faculty. In an effort to correct this, 
YCAT interns that are part of the New 
Haven Climate Movement have 
created a survey to gather more 
information. Responses from NHPS 
students and families are greatly 
appreciated.

NHPS

Fact Sheet

Survey
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COMP 

Club visited Common Ground Higli 

YCAT Intern 

Lila Kleppner is a senior at 

Wilbur Cross and joined 

NHCM in fall 2022. At 

Cornell, she plans to study 

political science and 

environmental studies. 

WC Environmental Club 

The Wilbur Cross Environmental 

Club recently had a movie night 

fund raiser to raise money for 

composting. They will help 

organize the compost and 

educate the students. 

------------, We hope we can 
eventually process the 

compost on campus, but 

for this semester, we 

plan to focus on the 

educational side. 
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