






Federal Govt 

builds dams & levees

States ask local 

governments to plan

Property owners resist regulations, 

courts often favorable

If a disaster strikes, 

insurance restores, disaster aid assists

If you don’t have insurance, leave! 

Fiscal reliance on property taxes

Little relationship between hazards and land use  
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6 feet of 
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Federal Government
We need to enable local 
response by funding 
infrastructure

NGOs, activists, academics, communities:  
We need systemic change that attends to 
equity, justice, importance of place, 
context, make way for mother nature, 
sustainable ecosystems

Private & public 
sector 
We need to limit 
liability & ensure 
profitability

Municipality

Fiscal crisis! 
Pandemic!


