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The Problem



Zoning – the regulation of structures, 
uses, and lots – is a fundamentally 
environmental concern. 





Environmental 
Impacts of Bad 
Land Use

• Sprawl into greenfields

• More driving 

• Air pollution 

• Water pollution 

… all contributes to climate change 
and lack of physical resiliency  



Environmental 
Impacts of Bad 
Land Use



Source: Regional Plan Association



Social Impacts 
of Bad Land 
Use

• Racial and economic segregation 

• Fewer jobs and educational 
opportunities

• More food and physical insecurity  

… all contributes to inequality & lack 
of household resiliency 





About 
DesegregateCT

We are a coalition of 
organizations and people 

We accept that land use 
laws are segregative, and 
change is needed. 



Desegregate CT Coalition



Overall Goal 

• Change statewide land use policy to 
make CT “inclusive by design” &: 
• Reduce segregation

• Power the state’s economy

• Protect the environment



3 Messages

EQUITY ECONOMY ENVIRONMENT 





Legislative Agenda



Statewide reform must address 3 issues

Housing 
Diversity We don’t allow different housing types people need and want.  

Housing 
Supply

We aren’t producing housing fast enough – either for cities or for towns.

Process Decisions are often arbitrary, costly, and emotion-driven.





Accessory 
Dwelling 
Units



Middle
Housing



Transit-Oriented Development



Costly 
Parking 
Mandates



Model 
Form-
Based 
Code



Other Process Improvements: 

Standardize Procedures
Train Land Use Commissioners

Eliminate “Character” 
Cap Town Fees 



Additional Environmental Issues: 

Sewer & Traffic Requirements 
22a-19 Interventions 

8-30g Expansions to Sewer/Traffic
Large-Lot Zoning



Data & Research





Current Research Projects

Accessory Dwelling Unit Data 

Other States’ Reforms 

GIS Mapping of Zoning Codes 
(never been done before) 

2,422 districts 

52 parameters



Other States’ Reforms







Next Steps



Housing development is a resiliency 
issue – during COVID-19 & beyond. 







Thank you!

@desegregatect + @sarabroninwww.desegregatect.org


