
Resilient Connecticut Climate Adaptation Summit  |  November 12, 2019

Agenda

9:00 – 9:30 am Registration (coffee provided)

9:30 – 9:45 Welcoming Remarks
• Christine Siegel, Provost and Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Fairfield University
• Jim O’Donnell, CIRCA Executive Director and Professor of Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut
• Shanté Hanks, Deputy Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Housing

 9:45 – 10:15 Welcome Address
Katie Dykes, Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

10:15 – 11:45 Progress Toward a Resilient Connecticut
Moderated by John Truscinski, CIRCA Director of Resilience Planning

• State Agencies Fostering Resilience (SAFR) Roundtable and Panel Q&A
 – Brenda Bergeron, Legal Advisor, Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security
 – George Bradner, Director, Property and Casualty Division, State of Connecticut Insurance Department
 – Rebecca French, Director of Resilience, Connecticut Department of Housing
 – David Kooris, Deputy Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development
 – Kim Lesay, Transportation Assistant Planning Director, Connecticut Department of Transportation
 – Lori Mathieu, Public Health Section Chief, Drinking Water Section, Connecticut Department of Public Health
 – Brian Thompson, Director, Land and Water Resources Division, Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection

• Resilient Connecticut Project Overview and Progress - John Truscinski

11:45 – 12:15 Lunch (provided)

12:15 – 12:45 Keynote Address
• Introduction - Alex Felson, CIRCA Deputy Director and Director of Resilience Design
• Resilient Rhody: Building Climate Resilience in Rhode Island - Shaun O’Rourke, Rhode Island Chief                

Resiliency Officer

12:45 – 1:15 Resilient Connecticut Stakeholder Engagement and Capacity Building
• Miriah Kelly, UConn Assistant Extension Educator
• Katie Lund, CIRCA Director of Engagement

In this session Dr. Miriah Russo Kelly will present on findings from data collected during and immediately following 
the May 22 Resilient Connecticut event. She will also describe additional efforts by the Resilient Connecticut 
project to be inclusive of broad stakeholder interests. Katie Lund will conclude with a description of the breakout 
sessions to follow.

1:15 – 1:30 Break

1:30 – 3:45 Breakout Sessions (details in the Summit Program):

Developing Capacity and Building Resilience Tools for Connecticut

3:45 – 4:00 Closing Remarks and Next Steps
Alex Felson, CIRCA Deputy Director and Director of Resilience Design


